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EVERAL of the Friends to literary” 
information, having repeatedly ex- 
preſſed a deſire of forming themſelves in- 
to a Society for the laudable purpoſe of 
eſtabliſhing a public Library, ſolely. for 
the end of giving an opportunity to ſuch 
as want the means for procuring the books 
neceſſary to inform the judgment and to 
poliſh the manners, that they, by theſe 
means, may be rendered ferviceable in 
their day, and uſeful to ſucceeding ages. 
That theſe. means may be obtained in an 
eaſy manner, we the under. ſigned, do 
hereby agree to aſſociate together for that 
important purpoſe, and to obſerve the fol- 
lowing rules for the internal organization | 
of the ſaid Society: And that the com- | 
mencement of the Dalkeith Subſcription -C- 
Library ſhall be dated from the 16th day 
of January 1798. 1 
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RuLEes or ADMISSION. 


46.10 agreed, that the number ot 

members ſhall be limited to eighty for the 
firſt ſix months. Every perſon propoſing 
to be a member after the next General 
Meeting on the 1 zth of February 1798, 
muſt have his character atteſted by two 
members of the Society at leaſt. Females 
to be admitted as members, and have all 
the privileges of the Society, but exempt 
from the trouble of office-bearing. 


II. Every member, at his or her ad- 
miſſion, ſhall pay the ſum of one ſhilling 
Sterling as entry money, and one penny 
per week as regular ſubſcription- money 
to be paid quarterly ; and this contribu- 
tion to continue, until the Society ſee caule 
to augment. or abridge, as circumſtances 
hall direct. 


III. The funds of the Society, of what- 

ever deſcription, ſhall be unalienably the 

property of the members of ſaid Society, 

{their heirs or. ſucceſſors: every member 

of ſaid Society having a full power to 
transfer their property to any perſon, bind 
ing themſelves to obſerve the tules of ſaid 
. eg 


IV. If any of the members ſhall with 
hold their regular ſubſcriptions for the 
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ſpace of ſix months, unleſs through una 
voidable neceſſity, he or ſhe ſhall forfeit 
the ſum of fourpence Sterling for every ill Þ 
three months that they are in arrears, for | | 
the good of the Society; and it heor the, 
regardleſs of due punQuuality, after having 
received notice from the Secretary, ſtill l 
neglect to pay ap their arrears, for longer 
than twelve months; they ſhall no longer 
be considered as members of the Society, 
neither ſhall they, their heirs nor ſucceſ- 
ſors, have any further claim on the Soci- 
ety. 


V. If at any future period it ſhould be 
deemed neceſlary to diſſolve the Society, 
every. member ſha} have their ſhare of 
the property according to their .ſubſcrip- 
tion or donation, all fines and forfeitures 
to be divided. equally. The property to 
be aſcertained by time of entry, ſubſcrip- 
tions and donations, they being minuted. 


Of the GENERAL MEETING. | 
VI. There ſhall be a meeting of the 

whole Society three months from the time 
of commencement. of the ſame, and ſo to 
continue every quarter thereafter, the 
hour and place of meeting to be fixed 
by the Committee, (hereafter mentioned). 
Warning ſhall be ſent to each member ſix 
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days previous to the time of meeting; 


the manner of warning to be by a . 
emen by the Secretary, 


VII. At the General W laws 
ſhall be made, and queſtions determined, 
by the approbation of two-thirds of the 
Subſcribers preſent, Members ſhall have 
the liberty of voting by proxy, provided 
the proxy be a ſubſcriber, aud they ſhew- 
ing their authority in writing, ſigned by 
the abſentee; the Preſident always to 
have a caſting vote when the members 
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are equal. The manner of voting in all 


eaſes to be by ballot. 


VIII. Every propoſal for altering a law 
already eſtabliſhed, ſhall be firſt made to 
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the Committee, who ſhall cauſe it to be 


expoled in the Library-room for the in- 
ſpection of the ſubſcribers for at leaſt one 
month previous to the General Meeting; 
und no law once, eftabliſhed ſhall be re- 
pealed, but by the conſent of two thirds 
of the Subſcnbers preſent. 


Of the CoMMITTEE. 


IX. At every General Meeting there 
mall be choſen a Treaſurer, into whoſe 
hands all the caſh belonging to the Soci- 


ety ſhall be depoſited, and his accounts 


ſettled every General Meeting. There 
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ſhall likewiſe be choſen from the Society 
at large a Committee of eight members, 
excluſive of the Treaſurer, each perſon 
giving to the Preſident a lift, unſeen by 
the reſt, of thoſe perſons of whom he 
would have it to confiſt They who are 
named the ofteneſt ſhall have the prefe- 
rence ; but no member of an expiring 


Committee ſhall have a vote in the elec- + + 


tion of a new one. The Treaſurer ſhall 
always be a member of the Committee. 


X. The Committee ſhall meet in the 
Library-room for tranſacting the buſineſs 
of the Society on the ſecond Monday at- 
ter the General Meeting, and on the ſe- 

cond Monday of every ſucceeding month 
| thereafter, at ſuch time of the day as they 
themſelves ſhall appoint. 

At their firſt meeting they ſhall chooſe 
out from among themſelves a Preſident, 
who ſhall act as the Preſident of the next 
General Meeting, and a Secretary, who 
ſhall write the minutes of what is tran- 
ſacted at the meetings of the Committee, 
and ſhall hkewiſe act as the Secretary of 
the next General Meeting. Four of them, 
the Preſident or his deputy being preſent, 
ſhall be deemed a Committee. If the 
Preſident ſhall neglect to appoint a depu- 
ty, the Committee ſhall have the power 
of chooſing a Preſident for the day. 
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The Preſident, for every neglect of at- 
tendance, ſhall pay a fine of ſixpence, and 
every other member a fine of threepence. 
unleſs a ſufficient reaſon be ſent in wri- 
ting to the Committee, the fines to be ex- 
acted, if more than half an * after the 
time of meeting. | 


XI. The Colada fuk ſhall determine 1 r 
ballot what books ſhall be admitted into 
the Library ; but ſubſcribers, not being 
members of the Committee, may give in 
writing to the Committee a lift of the 
books they would wiſh into the Library, 
with their reaſons annexed, evidencing 
that they are acquainted with them; to 
be by the Committee balloted for along 
with what they may themſelves propoſe ; 


and the books thus voted by them, and 


agreed upon, ſhall be bought in whatever 
manner they ſhall think proper. 


XII. The Committee ſhall have the 
power of calling an extraordinary Gene- 


ral Meeting, and the Preſident may ap- 


3 an extraordinary Meeting of the 


Committee; in which caſes, the abſentees 


ſhall pay the ſame fines as for not attend- 
ing the regular Monthly Meetings. 


XIII. The Committee ſhall fix the time 
allowed for the reading of each particular 


book as they in their judgment ſhall think 


e 


proper. and, convenient, which ſhall be 
en on * ane of the board. 
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XIV. The Librarian, who ſhall have 
the cuſtody of the books, ſhall be elected 
by the Society at large, and {ball continue 
in office, without re-eleQtion, as long as 
ſhall be agreeable to himſelf and the So- 
ciety. He ſhall find ſecurity for the pro- 
perty annually committed to him, if re- 
quired. 


XV. All the books ſhall be half bound 
(if they can be got conveniently in that 
condition), and ſhall be lettered and num- 
bered, and have the deſignation of the Li- 
brary inſcribed on the infide of the board. 
The Committee, at the cloſe of eve 
year, ſhall order all the pamphlets belong- 
ing to the Society to be half bound in vo- 
lumes af a convenient ſize. 


? XVI. The Librarian ſhall mark down, 
in a book kept for the purpoſe, the time 
of delivering out and receiving in any 
book of the Library. No book to be gi- 
ven out to any ſervant without a written 
order from the Subſcriber. The Librari- 
an ſhall, at the deſire of any member of 
the Society, demand ſuch books as have 
been kept beyond their proper time ; aud 
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he ſhall attend the meeting of the Com- 
mittee to inform them about the condi- 
tion of the books, &c. that, in caſe of any 


damages done them, they may cauſe re- 


Far di to be made by the 8 or per- 
ons offending. TIT 


XVII. No perſon to | have more e tmn 
one book, or one volume of a book; and 
whoever ſhall keep a book: beyond the 
time limited by the Prefident, and mark 
ed on the inſide of the board; shall forfeit 
the ſum of one penny per day. 

No perſon shall have a book from the 
I raten, until he shall have paid all the 


fines which he has incurred, provided luch 
fines amount. to ſixpence. 


XVIII. When any book has been re- 
gularly returned to the Librarian, the per- 
ſon who firſt applies to him for it shall 


have a right to it. But no book, within 
the firſt year of its circulation, shall be 


re-entered to the ſame perſon, until it shall 


have been brought back, and have re- 
mained at leaſt a week in the Library- 


room; but for an eſtablished book, if no- 
body has applied, they shall have a right 
to take it again, and if they read it before 
the time mentioned be elapſed, they shall 
be entitled to another immediately, pro- 
vided it be not oftener than once a- day. 


XIX. If any book chal be loſt, the 
Subſcriber who took it out, or ordered it 
to be taken out, shall pay the full value 
of it, or replace ut with one in as con- 
dition; but if the book loſt be one of a 
ſet, he shall take the remaining volumes, 
and purchaſe a new, ſet for the Library, 
under the penalty of expulſion from the 
Society, and forfeiting his property in it. 

XX. No Subſcriber shall lend or ſuffer 
to be lent out of his own houſe, any book 
belonging to the Library, under the pe- 
nalty of half a crown for each offence. 

N. B. The Librarian shall, on no ac- 
-count whatever, diſpenſe with the rules 
of the Society with regard to the impoſi- 
tion of fines. And in caſe of any com- 
plaint being lodged againſt him, it shall 
be referred to the Committee, to whoſe 
deciſion the parties shall ſubmit, under 
penalty of deprivation of office and expul- 
hon from the Society. 


Of the CaraLoovs. - 


XXI. A copy of the laws, a liſt of the 
members of the Society, and a Catalogue 
of the books belonging to it, shall be 
Printed as often as the Committee shall 


think it proper, to be ſold at coſt to any 
Subſcriber. 
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XX.. Iris, and shall be a rule unal- 
terable, that the Society inſtituted for 
forming and ſupporting the Dalkeith Sub- 
ſcription Library, shall not be diffolved, 
nor the Library diſpoſed of, without the 
unanimous conſent of the Subſcribers. 


THE END. 
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